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Can-do Descriptors 

 

Learning a new language can be a daunting task. We often focus on everything that we cannot say 
yet, rather than think of what we have already learned.  Our perceived inadequacies tend to hamper 
our abilities even further.  These self-evaluations aid in the realistic assessment of what can be 
achieved at each step in the process of foreign language acquisition. 

Each learner is different, with certain concepts being easier to understand for some learners than 
others. At the end of each chapter, fill out the evaluation in order to see the areas in which you need 
to improve, as well as those areas in which you already communicate well. This will help you identify 
the language tools you still need to develop in order to communicate more effectively.  This will not 
only help you in your German studies, but in all foreign language studies that you may someday 
pursue.  The more you are aware of what you can already do, the better you will be equipped to 
articulate your goals and pursue them effectively. 
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 25 
 
I can…    

1. ...describe people and situations (school, 
education, work, family, hobbies, etc.) 

   

2. …conduct a telephone conversation to gather 
information. 

   

3. …phrase questions in a polite manner.    
4. …discuss advantages and disadvantages.    
5. …read a text and identify key terms.    
6.     
7.     
8.     

   
I know…    

1. …some vocabulary to describe people and 
their activities. 

   

2. ... the vocabulary necessary to gather 
information on the telephone. 

   

3. … the accusative case prepositions.    
4. … how to construct indirect questions using 

the questions words and ob. 
   

5. … the word order for indirect questions.    
6.     
7.     
8.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 26 
 
I can…    

1. ... reserve a hotel room, check in and out.    
2. … complain about various things with respect 

to a hotel stay. 
   

3. ... respond to complaints other people have 
made. 

   

4. … compare things using superlative forms.    
5. … praise using superlative forms.    
6. … apply for a job on the telephone.    
7. … understand a travel brochure and travel 

advertising. 
   

8.     
9.     

 
I know…    

1. ... vocabulary useful for a hotel stay.    
2. … vocabulary necessary for understanding 

travel advertising material. 
   

3. … how to identify and decline masculine 
nouns that add –(e)n in the accusative and 
dative cases. 

   

4. … how to form the comparative and 
superlative forms of adjectives when they 
occur in the predicate as well as with 
adjective endings directly preceding the 
noun. 

   

5. … the irregular comparative and superlative 
forms of some adjectives. 

   

6.     
7.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 27 
 
I can…    

1. ... talk about my eating habits and tell why I eat 
the way I do. 

   

2. … understand and give tips for healthy eating.    
3. … understand a simple menu, order and pay in a 

restaurant 
   

4. … understand short texts describing different 
people’s eating habits. 

   

5. … talk about the kinds of restaurants I like, why I 
like them and how often I go out to eat. 

   

6.     
7.     

 
I know…    

1. … the vocabulary for talking about food and 
ordering in a restaurant. 

   

2. … the infinitive construction with “zu” and when 
to use it. 

   

3. … when to use “obwohl” for situations that are 
different than expected. 

   

4. … how to construct sentences using “obwohl”.    
5. … that when the sentence begins with a 

subordinate clause, the main clause begins with 
the verb. 

   

6. … that many nouns are formed using the suffixes 
–ung, -heit, -keit, -schaft and that these are 
always feminine. 

   

7. … words with the suffixes –(i)tät, -(t)ion, -ik, -
thek(e) are international words and are always 
feminine. 

   

8.     
9.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 28 
 
I can…    

1. ... understand texts on the topic of history.    
2. … talk about events that took place in the past.    
3. … talk about important events in my country’s 

history and my own life. 
   

4. … use als and nachdem correctly with respect to 
time. 

   

5. … understand short biographical portraits.    
6. … research and report on the history of a city or 

region. 
   

7. … express my opinion about cultures and political 
institutions. 

   

8.     
9.     

 
I know…    

1. … some vocabulary for talking about historical 
events. 

   

2. ... some important words for relating events with 
respect to time (zuerst, danach, dann, schließlich 
etc.) 

   

3. … that the present perfect (Perfekt) is often used 
when talking about past events and the simple 
past (Präteritum) is often used in written texts. 

   

4. … when to use the past perfect (Plusquamperfekt) 
with nachdem for events in the past that precede 
other events in the past 

   

5. … how to use als when talking about a point of 
time in the past. 

   

6.     
7.     

 

 



 

Lernziele: Level 3                                     

© 2010 Langenscheidt KG, Berlin und München  
Duplication permitted for language teaching. 
 
Page 6 
 

This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 

 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 29 
 
I can…    

1. …talk about relationships.    
2. … express feelings.    
3. … describe a partner’s positive and negative 

qualities. 
   

4. … express contrasts.    
5. … role play a conflict situation.    
6. … list problems and express wishes.    
7. … suggest compromises.    
8.     
9.     

 
I know…    

1.  … vocabulary for talking about relationships 
and feelings. 

   

2. ... how to use two-part conjunction 
constructions to listing things, either 
negatively or positively (nicht nur … sondern 
auch, weder … noch etc.) 

   

3. … how to use während to form a dependent 
clause for contrasting situations. 

   

4. … how to use bis and bevor to form 
dependent clauses with respect to time. 

   

5. … how to create a noun agent of an action 
from the verb (fahren, der Fahrer/die 
Fahrerin etc.) 

   

6. … the diminutive endings -chen and -lein.    
7.     
8.     

 

This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
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I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 30 
 
I can…    

1. ... report an emergency medical situation.    
2. … conduct a conversation with a doctor.    
3. … role play a conflict situation in a hospital 

setting. 
   

4. … talk about careers in the health care 
industry. 

   

5. … express advantages and disadvantages of a 
job. 

   

6. … read and understand texts about hospital 
stays. 

   

7.     
8.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for talking to doctors and 
others in a hospital setting. 

   

2. ... the relative pronouns in the nominative, 
dative and accusative, and how to construct 
relative clauses. 

   

3. … that relative pronouns agree in number 
and gender with their antecedents. 

   

4. … that the case of the relative pronoun is 
determined by the verb in the relative 
clause. 

   

5. … that nouns can be created from the 
infinitive form of verbs (das Einnehmen) as 
well as adjectives (das Gesunde) and that 
they are capitalized and always neuter. 

   

6.     
7.     
8.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 31 
 
I can…    

1. ... narrate and describe an event.    
2. … describe a course of events.    
3. … give the purpose or reason for something.    
4. … describe attitudes about things.    
5. … describe feelings or positions about things.    
6. … counter an assertion with opposing 

arguments. 
   

7.     
8.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for talking about activities and 
sports. 

   

2. ... when to use da-compounds (damit) as 
opposed to pronouns (mit ihm) 

   

3. … how to form wo-compounds (wozu) and 
da-compounds (darauf). 

   

4. … some common expressions consisting of 
verb + preposition (Angst haben vor) 

   

5. … reflexive pronouns in the dative and 
accusative and when to use one versus the 
other. 

   

6. … how to construct subordinate clauses 
using damit and um … zu to explain why 
something is done. 

   

7.     
8.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 32 
 
I can…    

1. ... talk about shopping habits.    
2. … make a consumer complaint telephone 

call. 
   

3. … employ conversational strategies on the 
telephone. 

   

4. … discuss consumer protection issues.    
5. … adjust the tone of my speech from 

friendly/unfriendly/neutral as necessary. 
   

6. … express my personal attitudes with respect 
to materialism and happiness. 

   

7.     
8.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for shopping and dealing with 
consumer issues. 

   

2. ... when to use the genitive case.    
3. … how to form the genitive case with articles 

and possessive adjectives. 
   

4. … the adjective endings for the genitive case.    
5. … that the prepositions wegen and trotz 

require the genitive case. 
   

6. … the correct word order for noun and 
pronoun objects in a sentence. 

   

7.     
8.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 

 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 33 
 
I can…    

1. ... talk about environmental issues and saving 
energy. 

   

2. … give credence to and express the 
importance of an issue. 

   

3. … employ conversational strategies on the 
telephone. 

   

4. … plan something for the future.    
5. … make suggestions with respect to 

environmental and energy issues. 
   

6. … read and understand a text about the 
environment. 

   

7.     
8.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for talking about the 
environment and saving energy. 

   

2. ... talk about the future using the future 
tense with werden. 

   

3. …the subjunctive forms of the modal verbs.    
4. … the situations that call for the subjunctive 

mood. 
   

5. … the suffixes -arm, -los, -frei.    
6.     
7.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 34 
 
I can…    

1. ... explain and clarify concepts and more 
complex ideas. 

   

2. … list consequences of actions and attitudes.    
3. … formulate conditions and wishes.    
4. … describe and elaborate on what is 

happening in a picture. 
   

5. … analyze and reflect on a poem and create a 
written response. 

   

6. … speculate and fantasize about what I 
would do in various circumstances. 

   

7.     
8.     
9.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for talking about immigration 
issues, homeland, national identity. 

   

2. ... how to use deshalb, deswegen, darum 
when the consequence is expected. 

   

3. … how to use trotzdem when the 
consequence is not expected. 

   

4. … how to use the subjunctive mood for 
contrary to fact situations. 

   

5. ... some common acronyms (ZDF, BRD, EU 
etc.) 

   

6.     
7.     
8.     

 



 

Lernziele: Level 3                                     

© 2010 Langenscheidt KG, Berlin und München  
Duplication permitted for language teaching. 
 
Page 12 
 

 

This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 35 
 
I can…    

1. ... talk about work relations and conditions.    
2. … give a detailed chronological description of  

the course of my day. 
   

3. … provide tips about finding employment 
abroad. 

   

4. … discuss business ideas and plans.    
5. … talk about my own occupational goals and 

attitudes about my career. 
   

6. … read and understand a text about working 
abroad. 

   

7.     
8.     
9.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for talking about work and 
employment. 

   

2. ... when to use während to connect ideas.    
3. … when to use seitdem to connect ideas.    
4. … different structures using conjunctions and 

adverbs for connecting clauses. 
   

5.     
6.     
7.     
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This is a self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 

 
I’ll mark my progress as well as my weaknesses in order to see: what I can do, what I know, and 
where I can still make progress in listening, reading, writing and speaking German. When I’ve 
accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my own. 
 
: I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
: I don’t feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
: I’m having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 
 
Kapitel 36 
 
I can…    

1. … talk about experiences with learning.    
2. ... write an e-mail giving tips for learning.    
3. … talk about my plans for the future.    
4. … give advice to someone about improving 

their language skills. 
   

5. … talk about things I would like to learn and 
why. 

   

6. … listen to and understand a sketch.    
7.     
8.     
9.     

 
I know…    

1. … vocabulary for talking about my 
experience with learning. 

   

2. ... how to construct participles and use them 
as adjectives with endings. 

   

3. … the temporal prepositions.    
4. … when to use nicht brauchen versus nicht 

müssen. 
   

5. … how to analyze and construct compound 
nouns. 

   

6.     
7.     
8.     
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